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THE LORDS BALTIMORE. 

THE memory of the founders of States and of 
great institutions, benevolent, literary or civil, 
should be cherished with patriotic fervor, and 

that of the Baltimore family should be especially 
interesting to every Marylander; not that all the 
members of it were persons of splendid abilities, 
or of great achievements, or even of honorable 
conduct, but they were all more or less intimately 
connected with the early history of our State, and 
several of them rendered distinguished services to 
mankind. 

There is no connected history of the family 
extant. There is no complete biography of any 
one of them. The materials for the history of 
them are very scant, and they must be sought in 
old chronicles, colonial records, books of peerage 
and contemporary periodicals. From these some 
disconnected facts may be drawn, some of which 
it is not easy to reconcile with others. 

If I have succeeded in bringing together some 
memoranda of this family and stringing them in 
chronological order and historical sequence, I shall 
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have done what was never before attempted, and 
shall have furnished to the student of Maryland 
history many interesting facts which he could only 
find scattered through many volumes. 

The first character claiming our attention and 
the founder of the family is GEORGE CALVERT. 

He is the real founder of the colony of Maryland, 
although he never resided here and did not even 
live to hear of the successful establishment of his 
projected settlement in this Western world. 

It would be highly desirable to give a satisfac­
tory sketch of some of the minute particulars of 
his life; but as the historians who have written 
upon the affairs of his two colonies have been 
sparing in their accounts of both his character 
and his life, and the few American biographers 
who have briefly mentioned him(1) have given 
barren and contradictory accounts of him, so that 
it is impossible, at this day, to gratify the reader 
with many interesting incidents relative to him.(2^ 
There is no man distinguished by so large and 
active a participation in the colonial history of 
this country of whom so few memorials remain 
in published records. It is, in part, the reproach 
of our State, that so little is known of him. For 
there is good reason to believe that manuscripts 
and other relics of his history exist, which have 

(i) Belknap's American Biog. Dictionary. Allen's Amor. Biog. Diet. 
(2) Bozman's History of Man'land, vol. i, 232. 


