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Caring for Family Treasures:
A Basic How-to from Storage to Donation
By Anne A. Salter

This leaflet is suitable for distribution to donors, members, interested parties, and others seeking
information on how to care for their family treasures. Within its content are the answers to many
frequently asked questions that are answered daily by museum, archives, and library professionals.

he responsibility of "clearing out the past" can be daunting.

Whether you are faced with an entire household of keepsakes or

several boxes, the task is both an emotionally draining and time

consuming operation. Depending on the circumstances, you can

expect the process to take as much as a year. Knowing how to

make the process work to your advantage will make< it an easier,

challenging, and rewarding event.

It is important to maintain perspective. It took years if not

generations to accumulate items. You cannot expect to sort them carefully or properly in

a week. Invest some time into this process and the benefits will outweigh the aggravations.

The guidelines in this leaflet are designed to make your task easier, provide key

information to assist you in avoiding errors, and encourage you to examine your

"collection" carefully and thoroughly for your family's future interest as well as the

interest of the general public.

Here are quick and easy steps for organizing and sorting large collections to help

you get started. Later, information on the donation process is also included. Whatever

your situation, make sure you give yourself time to do the job right.


