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1st CHARTER OF THE CITY of 
Annapolis 
Coll.Mrs.J.N.Galloway 



T l\ E 

C H A R T E R, 
GRANTED BY HER LATE MAJESTY 

QJLJEEN A N N E , 
To T H E C I T Y OF 

ANNAPOLIS. 
yfNNE, by the Grace cf G 01), of Great-

AM Britain, France and Ireland; and the Domi-
«* -*• riions thereunto belonging; Q U E E N , Defender 

of the Faith, iic. To all and fngular our 
faithful SubjeBs within cur Province of M A R Y L A N D , 
Greeting. WHEREAS there is a very pleafant, 
healthful, and commodious place for trade, By aSl of the 
general affetnbly of this our province laid but for a town. 
and port, and called Annapolis, in honour of Us; -which 

faid town and port hath, in few years, (efpetially fince 
the accefjion of our trujly and well beloved John Sey-
mourj Efquire, our captain-general and governor iii 
chief of this otff province, to the government thereof) 
very conjiderably increafed in the number of its inhabit 
iantSi as well as buildings both public and private, fd 
that it excelleth all other towns and ports in our faid 
province, dnd for that our prefent feat of government 
within our province aforefaid is fixed at the faid port 
and town, whereby the fame is become the chief mart of 
the whofe country j 

B WE, 



[ 4 ] 
WE, being willing to encourage ail our good and 

faithful fubjects, as well at frefent refding and inha­
biting, or which hereafter Jhall or may inhabit or refidc, 
wkhin the fame port of Annapolis, of our royal grace, 
good will and mere motion, with the advice of our coun­
cil in cur faid province, have thought Jit, and do, by 
thefe our letters patent, conjiitute and erecl the faid 
town and port of Annapolis, together with the circuits 
and precincts thereof, including the lands heretofore laid 
out for the faid town and port of Annapolis, public 
fafxure and town common, together with the river and 
creeks adjacent, into a city, by the name of THE C I T Y 

O F A N N A P O L I S i and do grant to the inhabitants of 
the faid city, that the fame city Jhall be an Incorporate 
City, confifling of a Mayor, one per Jon learned in the 
law, ftyled and bearing the of ice of Recorder of 'the faid 
thy, and fx Aldermen, and ten other perj'ons to be 
Common-Council-Men of the faid city ; which faid 
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Common-Council-Men, 

Jhall be a body incorporate, and one community for ever, 
in right and by the name of Mayor, Recorder, Alder­
men and Common-Council, of the faid city of Anna.-* 
polis ; Jhall be able and capable to /tie and be fued at 
Jaw, and to act and execute, do and perform, as a body 
incorporate, which Jhall have fuccefion for ever, and, 
to that end, to have a common feal;and that Amos. 
Garrett, Efquire, one of the inhabitants of the far d city, 
Jhall for the prefent be and be named mayor of the jaid 
city for the enfuing year, an d Wornell Hunt , Ejquire, 
recorder thereof, and William Bladen, John Freeman, 
Benjamin Fordham, Evan Jones, Thomas Bordley 
and Jofiah Willfon, Efq'uires, inhabitants of the faid 
fity, Jhall be aldermen thereof fo long as they Jhall well 
kehftve themfelves therein, having jirjl taken and fab-

fcribed 
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fcribed the teji and fveral eaths for feciirity of the 
government, as by law efablifed, and alfo the oath ap­
pointed by Us, cr our prefent governor, to be taken by 
the mayor, recorder and aldermen, cf the city of Anna­
polis aforefaid, which "fall be adminifered to them by 
our governor in chief, or keeper of the great feal of this 
our province for the time being, or by fuch other perfon. 
or perfons as we, our heirs andfuccefors, or our gover­
nor aforefaid for the time being, fhall from time to time 
authorife and appoint to adminifter the fame ; and we 
grant that the faid mayor, recorder and aldermen, or 
the major part of them, fall elect and choofe ten other 
of the mof fuffcient of the inhabitants of the faid city, 
being freemen thereof, to be of the common-council of 
the faid city for fo long time as they fall well behave 
the//fives. 

recorcci 

AND, to perpetuate the fucceffion of the faid mayor, 
'corder, aldermen and common-council, in all time to 

come, we do grant, that for the future they fjail affem-
ble in fame convenient place in the faid city upon the 
feajl diiy of St. Michael, the archangel, in every year, 
and fall clecl and choofe, by the major vote of fuch of 
them as fall be then prefent, one other of the aldermen 
of the faid city for the time being to be mayor of the 

faid city for the enfiiing year; and, upon deceafe or 
removal of the faid mayor of the faid city for the time 
being, or upon any deceafe or deceafes, re?noval or re­
movals, of the faid recorder or aldermen, or any of them, 
or within one month after fuch refpeSlive deceaje or de­
ceafes, removal or removals, the refidue of the faid 
aldermen, together with the faid mayor (if he fall be 
living) or the major part of them, fall, at a fet time 
by them to be appointed, within the faid city and pre-

c-inSls, 
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dntts, elect and nominate fonie other perfon or perfons to 
be mayor, recorder, alderman or aldermen, of the faid 
city, in the place and places of fuch perfon or perfons f 
deceafed or removed re/pectively, as the cafe Jhall re­
quire, fo as the faid mayor, fo to be elected and nominated, 
os at the time of fuch election and nomination actually 
one of the aldermen of the faid city, and fo as the 

faid recorder, Jo to be elected and nominated, be a perfon 
teamed in the law, and fo as the faid alderman or al­
dermen, fo to be elected and nominated, be actually at the 
time of fuch election and nomination of the common-
council of the faid city, the faid mayor, recorder, alder­
man or aldermen^ fo to be elected and nominated, frji 
taking the federal and rejpective oaths before mentioned, 
to be appointed as aforefaid, and Jhall likewife then fill 
up, by the election of the free voters of the faid city, 
out of and from among the inhabitants and freeholders 
of the faid city, the full number of ten perfons to be 
common-council-men; and that the faid perjons hereby 
appointed and named, or hereafter to be elected and 
nominated, mayor, recorder or aldermen, be jujiices of 
the peace within the city, precincts and liberties thereof, 
having firfi taken the oaths ufually appointed to be taken 
by the jujiices of the peace. 

AND the faid mayor, recorder and aldermen, hereby 
named and appointed, or hereafter to be elefled and no­
minated, or any three of them, whereof the faid mayor 
or recorder for the time being Jhall be one, Jhall have, 
within the precincts of the faid city^ full power and 
authority to make conjlables, and other necefjary officers, 
and to rule, order and govern, the inhabitants thereof, 
as jujiices of the peace are or Jhall be authorifed to do, 
and Jliall have power to execute all the laws, ordinances 

and 


