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COMMISSION TO STUDY WAYS TO IMPROVE
THE FINANCIAL VIABILITY OF THE HORSE RACING INDUSTRY

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

November 1, 1997

Members, Legislative Policy Committee
Members, Senate Finance Committee
Members, House Committee on Ways and Means

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Commission to Study Ways to Improve the Financial Viability of the Horse Racing
Industry was created through Chapter 750 of the 1997 legislative session. The Commission,
comprised of four senators, four delegates, and four non-legislative members, was charged with
studying ways to improve the financial viability of the racing industry in Maryland, with special
consideration for the impact on the communities surrounding Pimlico Race Course.

The Commission met four times during the 1997 interim to explore this issue. Briefings were
conducted on the background of the issue and the current situation in Maryland and throughout the
states. Stakeholders in the industry and from the Pimlico Racetrack Neighborhoods Task Force
presented their own testimony to the Commission during an all-day hearing. Finally, options were
discussed to address the situation for the short-term, intermediate-term, and long-term with
recommendations on which options to pursue being decided.

The Commission wishes to thank the representatives of the public and private organizations
who assisted the Commission in gathering information and presenting options. The following report
should lay the groundwork for the consideration of ways to keep horse racing financially viable in the
State of Maryland, and the Commission members look forward to a continuing dialogue on this
subject during the 1998 legislative session.

Sincerely,

(j»ecretary Eugene A. Conti, Jr.
Chairman
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