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COMMISSION TO STUDY WAYS TO IMPROVE
THE FINANCIAL VIABILITY OF THE HORSE RACING INDUSTRY

March 16, 1999

The Honorable Parris N. Glendening
The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller
The Honorable Casper R. Taylor
Members of the General Assembly

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Commission to Study Ways to Improve the Financial Viability of the Horse Racing
Industry was created through Chapter 750 of the 1997 legislative session and continued by Executive
Order 01.01.1998.15. The Commission, comprised of four senators, four delegates and four
gubernatorial appointees, was charged with studying ways to improve the financial viability of the
Maryland racing industry.

The Commission issued its first report in November 1997 and, following, the Executive Order,
reconvened in December 1998. Hearings were held in December, 1998 and January 1999 with
testimony received from local and national participants in horse racing as well as a community group
concerned about the impact of Pimlico Race Course on the surrounding neighborhoods. Our interim
report was adopted on February 26,1999 and addresses several short and intermediate initiatives we
recommend the General Assembly consider during the 1999 Session. We have deferred consideration
of several long term issues.

The Commission thanks the representatives of the organizations who appeared to give
testimony and who assisted the Commission in gathering the policy options we now recommend to
the Governor and General Assembly. Commission members look forward to continuing our
deliberations later this year and stand ready to assist the General Assembly in evaluating the various
initiatives that come before the legislature.

Sincerely,

Stuart S. Janney, III
Chairman
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